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West End Gate,
Edgware Road,
London

(» Aspiration: refined architecture in a gateway
location

West End Gate is a premium residential development by the Berkeley Group, designed by Squire
& Partners, positioned prominently on Edgware Road in Marylebone, adjacent to major rail and
underground connections including Edgware Road station and Paddington. The aspiration was
for a sophisticated urban facade that reflected its key location as a gateway to central London’s
West End, while also being efficient to build and deliver.

(> Architectural & Facade context

The development comprises four mansion-block buildings around a landscaped garden
square, using Michelmersh Hampshire Stock Downs Blend brick alongside glazed and metal
panel elements to create texture, warmth and depth in the facades. In keeping with this refined
tone, balconies were specified in a dark finish to contrast elegantly with the light brickwork,
and arranged either as projecting or inset types, each placed over slab areas or private amenity

space.
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(> Streamlined by Sapphire

On West End Gate, Sapphire collaborated from early design stages to deliver balconies that supported
both aesthetic quality and delivery efficiency:

- Standardised balcony types: To cover both projecting and inset configurations, Sapphire
developed a limited palette of balcony formats, minimising variations across design,
structural calculations, cutter programming and installation—accelerating delivery and
reducing cost risk.

- Early anchor installation and off-site manufacture: Anchors were cast in during early stages
of construction. Balconies were prefabricated off-site at one of Sapphire’s nine UK factories,
enabling production efficiency, strong quality control, and confident early delivery to site.

«  Sophisticated aesthetic integration: Balconies were finished in a dark-toned RAL matching
facade trim and include vertical-bar balustrades, edge-drained soffits, and a comb fascia that
cloaks the bar fixings—ensuring a seamless transition between balcony and facade.

2 SpeC|ﬁcatlon highlights

Projecting and inset balconies coordinated across the development
»  Vertical bar balustrades with dark RAL finish to contrast with brickwork
«  Edge-drained soffits aligned to BS 8579:2020
. Comb fascia detail providing clean integr ation with the facade
- Prefabricated off-site for quality assurance and streamlined delivery

«  Reduced balcony type variations to simplify structural and design processes

> C(hallenges, Outcome & Value Delivered

«  Achieving architectural consistency across varied balcony typologies while maintaining
refined aesthetic impact

- Avoiding undue production and installation variation by standardising balcony types across
the scheme

- Coordinating early structural anchor installation alongside slab and facade sequencing

- Satisfying design team and client requirements for elegance, cost-efficiency and build
certainty

West End Gate’s balconies were delivered with architectural sophistication and operational clarity.
Sapphire’s standardised approach enabled programme confidence, reduced cost complexity, and
ensured the balconies were not only functional but elevated the facade expression—supporting the
project’s aspiration for refined, efficient build.
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Sapphire reserves the right to alter specifications and designs without prior notice. Most
designs are owned / registered by Sapphire most of which are protected by registered
designs, trademarks and patents. All details are given as guidance only and may vary
according to project application.

© All rights reserved, no part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form
(including photocopying or storing it in any medium by electronic means and whether or
not transiently, or incidentally to some other use of this publication) without the written
permission of the copyright owner. Application for the copyright owner’s permission to
reproduce any part of this publication should be addressed to Sapphire.

All information has been carefully collated and efforts were made to ensure accuracy at

the time of publication. Sapphire takes no responsibility for inaccuracies after the date of
publication. MD060925NH
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